Jason Puckett and Saafir Gibson

3rd Period

We never realize until its too late
If you were too ask an incarcerated man who is facing a life sentence in prison what he misses the most about being free, most wouldn’t respond “listening to my iPod,” or “watching my favorite TV shows all day,” many would respond “seeing my family,” or listening to my[image: image1.jpg]


 son learn how to read.”  Because after being accustomed to certain things for a long period of time, it is human nature to take these things for granted. As said by James Matthew Barrie, “We never understand how little we need in this world until we know the loss of it”. Depicted in the novel Blindness by Jose Saramago, the short story “Speech Sounds,” by Octavia Butler, the graphic novel The Walking Dead by Robert Kirkman and Tony Moore, the articles “Writing the Present, Rewriting the Plague, José Saramago’s Ensaio sobre a Cegueira and Mario Bellatin’s Salón de belleza” by Estela J. Vieira and “Epidemics” from Wikipedia and the movie “Panic in the streets,”  we as a human race do not appreciate the most important things in life until they are taken from us.
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As we follow Jose Saramago through the novel Blindness, he elaborates upon the subtle tragedies that we encounter everyday which consists of; the instability of our culture as humans and as a whole, not to mention the more common fears like demolition and murder. Jose Saramago shows how seven individuals encounter the same destiny by an epidemic referred to as “The White Blindness”. This blindness spreads through the city, leaving the eyes of all the people to one woman, who is the only human left with vision.

The short story “Speech Sounds”, by Octavia Butler is close in relativity with the novel Blindness. The world en[image: image3.png]


counters the loss of speech as opposed to the loss of vision. Some of the people experience different forms of the sickness. The two variation of the sickness consisted of loss of speech and literacy. With majority of the humans around the world having difficulty coping with their ability to speak and the capability to read being relinquished, people watch sanity and order slowly begin to vanish.
[image: image4.jpg]Australianissues

ERIDEMIGS]

Ny

fé'i"

WendyBlaxland



In “The Walking Dead,” author Robert Kirkman and Illustrator Tony Moore narrate the occurrence of a not-so everyday conflict. An abnormal epidemic spreads as the victims of murder by zombies leave the rest of the society powerless.  Fourteen survivors stay just outside of Atlanta, while trying to survive long enough to be saved and remain sane at the same.
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The documentations of all epidemics in literature, the intellectual grievances, and a compare and contrast of a couple of similar stories of epidemics are elaborated upon in the article Writing the Present, Rewriting the Plague, José Saramago’s Ensaio sobre a Cegueira and Mario Bellatin’s Salón de belleza” by Estela J. Vieira. Estela J. Vieira establishes that these illnesses spread over large regions “Epidemics” from Wikipedia is an amusing read that defines and discusses the occurrences of epidemics throughout world history such as the Black Plague which is said to have lasted about 300 years.
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The movie “Panic in the Streets” is a notable story on epidemics.  In New Orleans, a thug named Blackie and his friends murder a man who won too much money in cards. Soon after, they find that the man had a pneumonic sickness. In order to dodge the possibility of an inconceivable epidemic, Dr. Clint Reed plots to bring justice to the victim of the murderer.


Just like the life sentenced prisoners, the characters in these works do not appreciate the sanctity of life until everything that makes their lives what they are is taken from them. And it isn’t until these things are taken that they long for them more than anything. They truly learn the meaning of loss and how the simple pleasures make all the difference in our daily lives.

This is prevalent in the story Blindness. In the story, regular people with normal lives were suddenly struck[image: image7.png]


 with “white blindness” which deprived them from the ability to see.  At first the all those effected by the blindness were just scared. But when they were quarantined and in quarantine treated with no dignity or respect simply because they were blind, what they missed wasn’t their televisions, or cars, or their homes; what they missed where the simple things, like being able to read a book or see the people they loved.  They came to the realization that the greatest things in life have always been right in front of them. However realizing how little we need is sometimes easier said then done, and in some cases it can drive us to do things or have feelings that can cause us to sacrifice more than what we may gain by getting back what it is that we lost. 
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This is shown throughout “Speech Sounds.” The protagonist, a woman named Rye, flirts with insanity due to the fact that her love for words is taken from her when her and the rest of the world becomes illiterate and dumb. Because she had gotten the shocking realization of how little she needed in life, when she discovered that Obsidian, a man in the story who was able to read, she was so envious that she wanted to kill him. If it hadn’t been for her morals and value for human life, her emotions may have caused her to act irrational potentially ending Obsidian’s life. This shows how important our guileless loves can affect our lives because in Rye’s case the only thing that changed in her world was the ability to read and this drove her to the edge of insanity.
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 Robert Kirkman also provides an example in which taking things for granted leads to problems. In the graphic novel, “The Walking Dead” two men, Rick and Shane have a friendship that many could only dream of. Shane had shown Rick he was a trustworthy and noble friend by looking after his family when Rick was in the hospital,  and being there for him when he awoke from his coma, which cemented their friendship and made it more like a brotherhood . Yet, these men foolishly took their friendship for granted; and as the epidemic of “the walking dead” grows worse, their relationship deteriorated causing conflict uncooperation within the group and ultimately leading to Shane’s death.  It is only after Shane’s life is lost, that Rick is able to realize that what he doesn’t understood he needs has now been taken from him.

This solemn story leads  to the thoughts that are expressed in the articles “Writing the Present, Rewriting the Plague, José Saramago’s Ensaio sobre a Cegueira and Mario Bellatin’s Salón de belleza” and from Wikipedia’s ” Epidemics”. When an author writes a story about a plague, the morals and good judgment of humans are usually tested. In the case of these three stories, the ability to maintain goodness and sanity are the true challenge. The relevance in these two articles is that, as earlier stated, when people lose something that they have taken for granted maintaining civility is truly a difficult challenge.
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The final example of the “misunderstanding” leading to misfortune and panic can be found in the movie “Panic in the Streets”. In this movie Dr. Clint Reed finds out that an illegal immigrant, who had been coldly murdered, carried the catastrophic pneumonic plague. At first, the plague wasn’t a big fear, and everyone took their own, and the well-being of their loved ones for granted. People were more worried about getting a new car, or in the case of the police captain Warren, preventing someone else from matching them in rank, and to them the simple things didn’t matter anymore.  It was proven however, that when people began to realize that their everyday luxuries were in harm’s way, only then did they begin to understand how little they need in life.

As many agree taking life for granted is a problem, but why is it important and what can we do? This idea that we as a human race don’t understand our true needs and misconceive what necessity is leads to many unfulfilled and meaningless lives. By realizing the things we take for granted are the things essentially to life we could prevent many unnecessary man made catastrophes and grievances.
I understand that all of us are guilty of and will always fall prisoner too neglect for life’s little joys, but I believe that if we can just take a few minutes out of our days to spend time with our loved ones we could prevent ourselves from feeling the same way as those who will be in prison their whole lives and it will allow us to live fuller, more productive, and happier lives. 
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